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Vermont students drive for bio-diesel fuel at ASU
Alternative fuel can run in any diesel engine
by shaina levee

Adam Flath/THE STATE PRESS
Project Bio Bus was outside between the 

Business College and the Memorial Union on 
Tuesday afternoon to show off the bus, which 

runs on bio-diesel fuel. Bio-diesel is made 
from vegetable oil, instead of petroleum, and 
offers many benefits, including a 100 percent 

reduction in sulfur dioxides. 

Twelve students from Middlebury 
College in Vermont trekked their way 
to ASU in a school bus run on bio-
diesel fuel, taking a semester off to 
advocate the fuel and other 
alternative energies during a three-
month nationwide tour.

Bio-diesel fuel is made from vegetable 
oil and other ingredients and works in 
any diesel engine without modifying 
the engine in any way, said Joe 
Overman, an environmental studies 
senior at Middlebury, who helped 
create the bus.

The miles per gallon a car gets from 
bio-diesel fuel is not very different 
from diesel, though bio-diesel is much 
less harmful to the environment, 
Overman added.

"There's definite stigma in the U.S. 
about the diesel engine because the 
fuel is so bad, but it's really a great 
engine," he said. "It's a lot more 
efficient than an internal combustion 
gasoline engine."

Overman said bio-diesel fuel would be 
particularly useful on large campuses where there are many service and utility 
vehicles, because, he said, large state schools produce a lot of waste and use 
a lot of fuel.

Taylor Jackson, a biology junior and president of Students for Environmental 
Action, an ASU group that organized the event, said it is important for people 
to be educated about alternative fuels.

"I think that people are generally interested once they understand what it's all 
about, but it's difficult to get people out of the mindset that cars run on gas," 
Jackson said. "That's one of the things that's really good about [the bus], 
because it's such a visible symbol of the power of alternative fuels."

Overman said he does not see bio-diesel as taking over diesel or petroleum 
fuel; he sees it as a supplement.

"Hopefully, in the next 10 years, we'll see all of our diesel fuel with 20 percent 
bio-diesel in it," he said.

Psychology graduate student Jessica Tartaro, who viewed the bus, said she 
was glad to see an attraction on campus that was environmentally oriented.

She said the commitment the students made was "incredible" because they 
took a semester off to advocate bio-diesel.

Tartaro said she is searching for a vehicle that is more environmentally 
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friendly and was thrilled that the Bio Bus was raising awareness on ASU's 
campus.

"Just to hear the word [bio-diesel] for the very first time, then it's less scary 
the next time," she said. "That's how awareness is raised and horizons are 
expanded."

Reach the reporter at shaina.levee@asu.edu. 

Submit a Letter, click here 
Email This Story, click here 

Copyright © 2001-04, ASU Web Devil. All rights reserved. No reprints without permission.

Editor In Chief: Jeff Hoodzow | Technical Contact: TJ Sokol | Online Adviser: Kristin Gilger

Advertising Info: Online Advertising | Classifieds Info: Online Classifieds | Privacy Policy 

http://statepress.com/issues/2004/11/17/news/688879 (2 of 2)11/24/2004 3:54:00 AM

http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.asuwebdevil.com/news/437845477/x06/default/empty.gif/34366631346336613431613461653930
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
mailto:shaina.levee@asu.edu
http://statepress.com/submit_story.php
javascript:new_window('http://statepress.com/email_story.php?usesubject=Vermont+students+drive+for+bio-diesel+fuel+at+ASU&referrer=http://statepress.com/issues/2004/11/17/news/688879',1,510,460,25,25);
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/UNKNOWN/www.asuwebdevil.com/1764751530/Bottom/clear_defaultBottom/spacer.gif/34366631346336613431613461653930
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/UNKNOWN/www.asuwebdevil.com/658457219/Bottom1/clear_defaultBottom1/spacer.gif/34366631346336613431613461653930
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/UNKNOWN/www.asuwebdevil.com/1787936789/Bottom2/default/empty.gif/34366631346336613431613461653930
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/UNKNOWN/www.asuwebdevil.com/1259835189/Bottom3/default/empty.gif/34366631346336613431613461653930
http://statepress.com/privacy.php
http://marketplace.azcentral.com/

	statepress.com
	ASU Web Devil - Vermont students drive for bio-diesel fuel at ASU - Wednesday, November 17, 2004


	EDAHBKCBBABBEFDMDGPBKBHIOFEDGLPM: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 29
	f2: Off

	f3: 




